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SUBJECT: AUSTRALIAN QUARANTINE RESTRICTIONS ON U.S. HORSES AND 
BEEF 

1 . THE AMBASSADOR AND THE AGATTACHE CALLED ON MR. RALPH HUNT, 
MINISTER FOR HEALTH. FOR THE PURPOSE OF URGING PROMPT CONSIDER 
ATION OF OUR PROTOCOL COVERING THE DIRECT SHIPMENT OF HORSES 
FROM THE US TO AUSTRALIA, THUS ELIMINATING THE 60 DAY QUARANTINE 
PERIOD IN THE UK. WE POINTED OUT THAT THE UK QUARANTINE WAS 
NOT ONLY OBSOLETE, BUT IT MORE THAN DOUBLED THE COST OF SHIPPING 
OUR HORSES TO AUSTRALIA. 

2. WE ASKED MR. HUNT IF HIS DEPARTMENT WAS HAVING ANY PROBLEMS 
WITH OUR PROTOCOL ON THIS MATTER. HIS TWO ANIMAL QUARANTINE 
OFFICERS BOTH ASSURED US THAT ACTION WAS BEING TAKEN AND NOTED 
THAT THE PRESENCE OF CONTAGIOUS EQUINE METRITIS IN THE UK HAD 
PUT SOME URGENCY ON THE MATTER. THEY COUTIONED THAT SOME LOOSE 
ENDS STILL NEEDED TO BE TIED DOWN TO THE SATISFACTION OF STATE 
VETERINARIANS. WE SAID IT WAS OUR DESIRE THAT THE PROTOCOL 

BE FINALIZED IN TIME SO THAT DIRECT SHIPMENTS COULD START BY THE 
WINTER OF 1978. MR. HUNT ASSURED US HE WOULD GIVE THE MATTER 
HIS PERSONAL ATTENTION, AND FELT THAT OUR REQUEST COULD BE MET, 
BARRING ANY UNFORSEEN PROBLEMS. 
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3. WE THEN RAISED THE QUESTION OF AUSTRALIA'S BAN ON IMPORTS 

OF US FROZEN BEEF. THE AMBASSADOR POINTED OUT THAT THE US IS 

THE BIGGEST MARKEET FOR AUSTRALIAN BEEF, YET WE CANNOT SELL ONE 

POUND OF OUR BEEF TO AUSTRALIA. MR. HUNT SAID THAT WHILE THE 

BAN WAS BASICALLY AN ANIMAL HEALTH PROBLEM AND ONE HIS DEPARTMENT 

WAS REVIEWING, HE ADMITTED IT DOES HAVE SOME POLITICAL OVERTONES. 
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HE ASSURED US THAT HIS DEPARTMENT WOULD CONTINUE TO STUDY THE 
POSSIBILITY OF LIFTING THIS BAN AND WOULD KEEP US INFORMED OF 
THE PROGRESS. 

4. COMMENT: WE ARE RATHER OPTIMISTIC ABOUT OUR 

PROPOSAL ON DIRECT SHIPMENT OF HORSES, BUT NOT SO SANGUINE ABOUT 
THE PROSPECTS FOR OUR BEEF. IN OUR OPINION POLITICS WILL BE A 
MAJOR PROBLEM IN REMOVING THIS ARBITRARY BARRIER. 
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